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Aspects of Physiology.
By “  Physiologist (Type 3).”
Of course, Physiology is the 11n t  important subject in the medical 
curriculum, livery subject in the medical curriculum is the most import­
ant, at least so the lecturer in that subject informs us. It is not to be in­
ferred from this that any of the lecturers are wrong, and we shall prob­
ably be better medical practitioners it we consider that they are all right.
Physiology, however, is a subject having diverse aspects . There are, 
for instance : —
1. Physiology as it appears to the Professor of Physiology. This- 
gentleman informs us that ten years ago lie thought, lie really knew some 
Physiologv, but now he is completely convinced that lie knows none at all. 
However, no one else in the Department knows enough to argue the point 
with him. IIis conception of Physiology, therefore, remains a insytery.
2. Physiology as it appears to the second year medical student. This 
gentleman, in the intervals of listening to lectures (or not listening to 
them), annoving frogs (which would he a much less messy proceeding if 
he still remembered a little Zoology), and boiling foul mixtures in test- 
tubes (wifcli occasional explosions), may be presumed to ponder upon the 
nature of his subject. If he does, his conclusions are somewhat as follows.
Physiologists arc characterised by the number and variety of their 
jokes. They appear to have the gift of tongues, being able to read, write- 
and speak every civilized and uncivilized language. (lh-marks heard in 
the lab. tend to confirm this hypothesis). Moreover they arc able by some 
mystic means to State with confidence exactly what is taking place in any 
human body at any given moment. Finally , Physiology is a smelly, slimy- 
subject.
Having arrived at these conclusions, the student proceeds to learn Id's 
notes off by heart, with a view to passing the necessary examination. 
Thereafter, he forgets everything except the lecturer’s jokes.
3. Physiology as it appears to the junior research worker. Having 
decided that phy siology is a desirable subject to study, this gentleman pro­
ceeds to delve deeply into current physiological literature. The resultant 
mental state is analogous to the physical condition indicated in the follow­
ing dialogue: —
“ .Mummy, T don’t like mv bun.”
Very well then, don’t eat it.’ ’
But T have  eaten it, Mummy.’ ’
If the would-be physiologist survives this acute stage, he develops a 
chronic interest in some branch of physiology. Let us suppose that la* 
decides to study the effects of feeding tadpoles on carrots. A survey of 
the literature of the subject reveals the following state of affairs. 
MacDollar, of Oshkosh, reports that tadpoles fed on carrots turn into 
frogs. Von Pfennig, of Sloschenheim, denies this. Zxyskv, working in 
Skyzxy’s laboratory at Xszyjzvxsk, reports that green frogs fed on carrots 
turn pink. Wang Wong, working in Thing Chang’s laboratory at Pong 
Ping, reports that pink frogs fed on carrots turn green. Clearly there is 
need of further observations on this matter.
The ardent research worker lays in a stock of frogs.and tadpoles and 
commences his experiments. Arriving at the laboratory next morning to 
continue the good work, ho discovers that the whole menagerie has dis­
appeared down the drain.
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4. Physiology ns it appears to the man in the street. This heading 
onvcrs a wide range of opinion. Some people imagine all physiologists to 
be dark, scowling and generally villainous individuals, whose only joy in 
life is to stick carving knives into unoffending dogs. Others come into 
contact with physiology only in such circumstances as the following (not 
guaranteed strictly accurate): —
An American thought that a consignment of whisky supplied by his 
bootlegger was not up to standard, so lie sent a specimen to a physiological 
laboratory for analysis. The report he received ran as follows:— ‘ Dear 
Sir. 1 regret to inform you that your horse is suffering from diabetes.’
l'inally, the vast majoritv of mankind have never heard of Physiology 
at all.
THE PALLID SPIROCHAETE.
If a baby has the snuffles 
And has warts upon its seat, 
Or a rash upon its tummy—  
It s the pallid spirochaete
If a lump just like a button 
Lies where glans and prepuce meet, 
You can write back home to father 
“  It's the pallid spirochaete.”
If the radial is thickened 
And the heart should miss a beat, 
Think of Venus, Vulcan, Bacchus 
And the pallid spirochaete.
If the leg is like n sabre 
And the skin peels off the feet.
Be the patient cook or countess — 
It ’s the pallid spirochaete.
If your patient is a soldier,
Or a sailor of the Fleet,
You can whisper to him softly, 
“  It ’s the pallid spirochaete.”
So if vou’re writing for the final 
And the case has got you beat. 
Yoy can bet your bottom dollar 
It's the pallid spirochaete.
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